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A NOTE FROM RABBI VALERIE

A Mixed Multitude: A Blessing of Diversity Within Community

There’s a detail in the Exodus story that we often rush past. When our ancestors left Egypt, the 
Torah tells us that an erev rav, a “mixed multitude,” went up with them (Exodus 12:38). Not just 
Israelites. A vast, diverse crowd of people, different in origin, in culture, in language, in story,
walking together toward freedom and a new society.

The “mixed multitude” that went with us out of Egypt tells us something important: diversity was part of our origin story. 
When God spoke at Sinai, a midrash says, the voice divided itself into seventy languages so that every person present — in 
all their differences — could understand. Everyone heard. Everyone belonged. Everyone received Torah.

That’s the community we come from. That’s kehillah — the Hebrew word for community — at its deepest.

Kehillah is more than just a group of Jews who are together by proximity or a common interest. A kehillah is something 
much richer: a community bound together by collective responsibility, by genuine relationship, by the commitment that 
no one walks alone. The tradition teaches kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, “all of us are guarantors for one another” (Talmud, 
Shevuot 39a). We are, in the most profound sense, responsible for each other’s belonging, responsible for making sure 
that everyone who walks through our doors feels that this place is theirs.

This kind of community doesn’t happen automatically. It requires something from us, a willingness to create and be
present in relationships.

The Rabbis had a word for the kind of relationship that makes this possible: chavruta, a learning partnership built on
honest engagement with someone whose perspective is different from yours. The Talmud tells us that when Rabbi 
Yochanan lost his beloved study partner Reish Lakish, he was inconsolable, not just because of grief, but because Reish 
Lakish had challenged him with hard questions at every turn. What he missed wasn’t agreement. What he missed was 
someone who would truly engage with him. Someone different enough to push him somewhere new.

That is what our community can be for each of us.

Temple Emanuel Sinai is not — and has never been — a community of people who all look alike, think alike, or came from 
the same place. We are a mixed multitude, just like the one that left Egypt. We carry different life stories, different Jewish 
journeys, different relationships to prayer and practice and belief. And that is not a problem to be managed. It is a blessing 
to be celebrated and, more than that, a resource — if we are willing to talk to each other across those differences.

This is an invitation. Come to a program. Stay after services. Introduce yourself to someone you’ve seen for years but 
never quite met. Ask a question you’ve been holding. Share a story you’ve been keeping to yourself. Jewish tradition was 
built by people in conversation — arguing, questioning, listening, learning. It’s our turn to participate in that conversation.

After all, we were always a mixed multitude. And we have always been stronger for it.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Looking Back, Looking Ahead

As I near completion of my first year as President of Temple Emanuel Sinai, I am filled with
gratitude for everything our community has achieved together. This season often invites us to take 
stock — to look at how far we’ve come and imagine what’s next. From meaningful worship and 
engaging programs to social action and education, the vitality of Temple Emanuel Sinai shines 
through in so many ways.  

Our Annual Meeting on Thursday, June 11 will provide the opportunity to reflect on these
accomplishments and to set our sights on the year ahead. It’s an important milestone for our 

congregation — a time to celebrate, to listen, and to plan for a future rooted in shared purpose and enthusiasm. I
encourage everyone to attend and take part in shaping that future.  

Even as we look toward summer, High Holiday planning is already in motion. The committees and clergy are preparing 
thoughtfully for services that will inspire and connect us as we welcome 5787 together in the fall. That spirit of preparation 
reflects who we are — a community that values tradition, renewal, and the effort it takes to create meaningful experiences 
for all.  

This moment in the year always feels hopeful. The days get longer, the light grows warmer, and our sense of possibility 
expands. I’m optimistic about what lies ahead for our congregation — the friendships yet to form, the ideas yet to take 
shape, and the shared experiences that remind us why this community matters so deeply.  

Wishing everyone a bright start to summer and a season of connection, reflection, and joy. I look forward to seeing you 
at the Annual Meeting and sharing all that’s still to come.  

L’shalom,
Stuart Sadick



MAY - JUNE 2026 WORSHIP SERVICES
BEHA’ALOTCHA
Friday, June 5
Candle Lighting at 8:02pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 6
10:30am Torah Study

SH’LACH
Friday, June 12
Candle Lighting at 8:06pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 13
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Sisa Chiriboga BMitzvah

KORACH
Friday, June 19
Candle Lighting at 8:09pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service with Torah Reading
Saturday, June 20
10:30am Torah Study

CHUKAT-BALAK
Friday, June 26
Candle Lighting at 8:10pm
6:30pm Pride Shabbat Service with B’Yachad: Sacred 
Sounds
Saturday, June 27
10:30am Torah Study
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EMOR
Friday, May 1
Candle Lighting at 7:28pm
6:30pm TES B’Mitzvah Community Celebration - 
Shabbat Together
Saturday, May 2
TES B’Mitzvah Community Celebration - Shabbat 
Together

BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI
Friday, May 8
Candle Lighting at 7:36pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 9
9:30am Tot Shabbat Program
10:30am Torah Study

BAMIDBAR
Friday, May 15
Candle Lighting at 7:44pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 16
NO Torah Study

SHAVUOT
Friday, May 22
Candle Lighting at 7:50pm
6:30pm Shabbat and Festival Service w/Yizkor
and B’Yachad: Sacred Sounds and Torah Reading
Saturday, May 23
10:30am Torah Study

NASSO
Friday, May 29
Candle Lighting at 7:57pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 30
10:30am Torah Study

All WORSHIP SERVICES are held in person and livestreamed (emanuelsinai.org).

TORAH STUDY meets in person and via Zoom.
MINYAN is held every Monday at 5:45pm (except when the office is closed) only via Zoom and livestreamed.
Login information can be found in eNews.

Christa Benoit, Office Assistant
cbenoit@emanuelsinai.org

Temple Main Phone Line
508-755-1257

CLERGY & STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi Valerie Cohen
rabbivaleriecohen@gmail.com

Gitit Shoval, Cantorial Soloist & 
Music Director
gshoval@emanuelsinai.org

Talia Mugg, Religious School Director
tmugg@emanuelsinai.org

Jade Le’Jeune, Temple Administrator
jlejeune@emanuelsinai.org
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MUSIC NEWS
I am excited to share a vibrant end of the year musical programming at the Temple, filled with
meaningful gatherings, community connection, and inspiring performances. Thanks to the
generosity of a very special and generous donor, and with the support of the Jewish Federation for 
our Bridges events, music continues to play a central and uplifting role in our community life.

On May 1 at the Temple’s B. Mitzvah, B’yachad, featuring Ron Druyan - piano, Tutti Druyan - vocals, 
Edmar Colon - saxophone, Ehud Ettun - bass, Fabio Pirozzolo - percussion, and myself. This unique 
celebration will bring together outstanding musicians and heartfelt spirit.

On May 22, we continue with Friday night service with B’yachad followed by Bridges, (our special program for ages 
20–40), featuring a guest artist. Bridges gatherings are designed to create connection, community, and inspiring musical 
experiences with a special conversational service for young adults in a warm and welcoming environment.

Our annual Singing Groups/Choirs Event will take place on May 30, bringing together multiple ensembles for an evening 
filled with harmony, collaboration, and the joy of communal singing. We will also have a special guest artist.

We conclude this exciting stretch on June 26 with Pride Shabbat, featuring B’yachad and Bridges (ages 20–40) and a 
guest artist, celebrating inclusion, diversity, and the power of music to unite us all.

We are deeply grateful to our generous donor making these meaningful musical experiences possible, and for the Jewish 
Federation for making Bridges events possible.

We look forward to sharing these special musical moments with you and continuing to build our community together.

With gratitude and music,
Gitit
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As we move into the late spring and early summer months, the Caring Committee remains dedicated to supporting our 
Temple Emanuel Sinai community. Whether through check-in calls, notes of condolence or congratulations, or quiet acts 
of presence, we partner with Rabbi Valerie in her pastoral outreach to ensure that no one feels alone.

This season often brings moments of joy and gathering, but it can also present challenges. We are especially mindful of 
those who may be navigating illness, loss, or isolation. With compassion and care, we will continue reaching out—and we 
invite you to help us extend that support.

If you are interested in joining the Caring Committee or would like to learn more about how you can help, please reach 
out. Every act of kindness strengthens our community, and together we bring comfort to one another.

Anne Sadick and Marcy Ostrow
Caring Committee Co-Chairs
caring@emanuelsinai.com

CARING COMMITTEE
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS
Shalom from our Religious School!

As we head into the final stretch of the school year, it has been such a 
joy to see how much our students have grown—academically, socially, 
and in their connection to Jewish life. These last two months are full of 
meaningful learning, celebrations, and special moments together.

In May, our classes will wrap up the year with engaging and hands-on learning:
	 • Exploring the values of community (kehillah) 
	 • Grades 3 – 5 will have their final visit to Eisenberg 
	 • Grades 6 – 7 will participate in a writing/art project for the community Holocaust project 
	 • Continuing to build Hebrew reading and comprehension skills 
	 • Reflecting on what it means to be part of the Jewish people 

Religious School Luncheon
We are planning a special complimentary luncheon in honor of the TES B’Mitzvah on Saturday, May 2 at 12:00pm,
immediately following Religious School. We hope everyone can join us for this meaningful milestone in our Temple 
community.

	 This will include:
 		  Grade 7 Promotion to Kehillah High Ceremony
		  A special highlight of this season is our Grade 7 Promotion to Kehillah High ceremony. We are so proud
		  of our students as they reach this important milestone in their Jewish learning journey. We look forward 		
		  to celebrating their achievements and all they have contributed to our Hebrew School community.

		  New Student Ceremony
		  On the last day of school, we will hold a special ceremony to recognize and celebrate the new students 		
		  who joined our Religious School community this year. This meaningful moment will highlight their growth
		  and warmly welcome them more deeply into our community.

A Note of Gratitude
Thank you to all our families for your continued support, involvement, and partnership. Your commitment helps make our 
Religious School such a vibrant and welcoming community.

As we wrap up the year, we are so proud of all our students and everything they’ve accomplished. We look forward to 
celebrating together and finishing the year strong!

Wishing you a wonderful end to the school year and a joyful start to summer,
Talia

Sisa Nahar Chiriboga
Daughter of Germán Chiriboga and Erin Goldstein

Sisa is a seventh grader at Burncoat Middle School.  She loves music, including playing
piano, singing, and dancing.   She enjoys theatre and participated in her first
productions this year.   Sisa also likes reading, swimming, making art, and going to 
school and Hebrew school.  Sisa loves spending time with her friends and family, both 
near and far.  She has been fortunate to travel to many places such as Ecuador, England, 
Canada, Chicago, Washington D.C., New York, Maine, Cape Cod, and more.   Sisa is 
looking forward to celebrating her Bat Mitzvah at TES!

BAT MITZVAH - JUNE 13
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Brotherhood Scholarship Funds 
Marsha, Deborah & Jeffrey Gordon in memory of Bennett S. Gordon
Lurier & Gordon Family in memory of Ida K. Feingold
Lurier Family in memory of Bennett S. Gordon

Manuel G. Berman Scholarship Fund
Davida & Joel Berman in memory of Esther Shulman

Medlinsky Scholarship Fund
Barbara & Nevin Zablotsky in memory of Florence Medlinsky, Sidney 
Medlinsky and Jeffrey Medlinsky 

B’Mitzvah Anniversary Fund
Margot Barnet & David Coyne
Sheryl, Alex, Emma, Ben & Rachel Black in memory of David Lubin
Jesse Caplan
Harriette Chandler
Rabbi Valerie Cohen & Jonathan Cohen
Elisabeth Cotton in memory of Miriam and Sumner Cotton
Ronna & Jonah Cuker
Sandra & Mark Cutler
Gary Englander
Marshall Farmelant in memory of Matthew Farmelant
Ceril Fish
Leslie Fish & Jerry Gurwitz
Helene & Lawrence Freed
Merilee & Alan Freeman
Emily & Michelle Gerber in memory of Arthur Gerber and Roslyn & 
Henry Ritz
Nancy Gould in memory of Hannah Gould
Patti & Harvey Gould
Beth & Jeffrey Greenberg
Michael Gusar
Lisa Gussak & Gian Mallozzi
Meg Hoey & Mark Birnbaum
Emily & James Holdstein
Karen & Jeffrey Horne
Patty & Don Jacobs
Karen & Michael Kagan
Deborah Kelly in honor of the TES volunteers
Susan & Dean Morrel
Larua Myers
Emma & Chris Noce in honor of TES’s Religious School students
Marcy & Matthew Ostrow
Kathryn & Kevin Parvin
Marlene & David Persky
Becky & George Pins
Samantha & Aaron Raphael
Valerie & Ian Rifkin
Shelley & Todd Rodman
Paula & Neal Rosenblum in memory of Lenore Rosenblum
Patricia Roy
Anne & Jonathan Sadick
Stuart Sadick & Family
Kenneth Sadowsky
Zelda & Paul Schwartz
Selvitella/Murphy Family
Debra & Mark Shear
Gitit Shoval & Ron Druyan
Judy & Allan Shriber in memory of Ruth and Maurice J. Ravelson
Marcy & Fred Shuster
Noreen & William Simon
Carol & Michael Sleeper

Sandra Sotak
Timothy Spahr in memory of Joanna Levine
Marcy Supovitz & Van Leichter
Johanna Thomsen & Felix Ortiz
Karen & Tom Thomsen
Treitman Family
Carla Royak-Volturo & Gregg Volturo 
Carlton Watson
Wilson/Geist Family
Gary Wolf

Building Fund
Lori-Ann Cutler in memory of Ernest Jost
Jonathan Heimberg in honor of Pamela Hollander
Jonathan Heimberg in memory of Alberta “Birdie” Chase
Allison Levy in memory of Saul Feingold

Burton Chandler Tikkun Olam Fund
Gerry Kashuk in memory of Shelley Kashuk
Alexis Silver & David Salloway in memory of Evelyn Silver
Betsy Ables Weiss in memory of Saul Feingold

Caring Committee Fund
Debbie & Steve Feingold in memory of Jacob Levy,
Sydney Levy and Abram Turow
Merilee & Alan Freeman in memory of Shelley Kashuk
Donna & John Jolin and Family in memory of Shelley Kashuk
Catherine Riley in memory of Saul Feingold
Yael Savage in memory of Alberta “Birdie” Chase

Endowment Fund
Gary Wolf in memory of Shelley Kashuk and Barry Dworman

Food Insecurity Fund
Sheri Byrne-Haber in memory of Saul Feingold
Jesse Caplan
Jesse Caplan in memory of Saul Feingold
Lori-Ann Cutler in memory of Barbara Cutler
Caleb Dimenstein in memory of Saul Feingold
Michael Gusar
Carolyn Powers in memory of Dennis Powers
Carolyn Powers in memory of Jo Patrick
Yael Savage in memory of Eric Hess
Yael Savage wishing Sandra Meltzer a speedy recovery

General Fund
Joanne Bartosik in memory of Esther S. Moranz
Ruth Berman in memory of Shelley Kashuk
Ruth Berman in memory of Saul Feingold
Rabbi Kenneth Brickman & Family in memory of Libby Brickman
Louis & Tobey Burwick in memory of Lilyan Burwick
Trudy & Merrill Cohen in memory of Saul Feingold and
Richard & Susan Gotz
Ronna & Jonah Cuker in memory of Dora Rubenstein
Ronna & Jonah Cuker in memory of Seymour Cuker
Judy Shapiro Flynn in memory of Anna Goldberg and
Ruth Goldberg Shapiro
Elaine & Benjamin Fow in memory of Harold Porter
Judith & Richard Fow in memory of Sally Jacobson Porter
Steven H. Friedman in memory of Evelyne Wolfe and
Harvey M. Friedman
Jane & Stuart Gerhardt in memory of Eleanor Gerhardt
Dianne & Henry Gilbert in memory of Saul Feingold

TES DONATIONS: FEBRUARY 1, 2026 - MARCH 31, 2026
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Judith Gluck in memory of Brian Wolfset
Roberta (Bobbie) Hirshberg in memory of Sarah Hirshberg,
Samuel Hirshberg, Yale Hirshberg, Ida Mann and William Mann
Gerry Kashuk in memory of Nathan Kashuk
Gerry Kashuk in memory of Nathan Witkin
Gerry Kashuk in memory of Dorothy Kashuk
Barbara Kerson in memory of Revah and Samuel Ravitz
Phyllis Leibman & Steven Alpert in memory of Lillian Leibman
Patty & Jim Moynihan in memory of Saul Feingold
Debi & Ross Miller in memory of Saul Feingold
Susan & James Patrick in memory of Jo Patrick
Marlene & David Persky in memory of Shelley Kashuk & Evelyn Karet
Marlene & David Persky in memory of Alberta Chase
William Philbrick in memory of Saul Feingold
Barbara Ravelson & Family in memory of Nathan Kaplan
Elaine Rosen in memory of Rose Rosenbloom
Patricia Roy & Family in memory of Phyllis Joseph
Anne & Jonathan Sadick in memory of David Sadick
Anne & Jonathan Sadick in memory of Madelyn Levenson
Carol Sadick in memory of David Sadick
Stuart Sadick in memory of David Sadick
Stuart Sadick in memory of Moses Sadick
Stuart Sadick in memory of Madelyn Levenson
Stuart Sadick in memory of Sylvia Dobis
Stuart Sadick in memory of Saul Feingold
J. Robert Seder in memory of Edith Seder Riemer
Deb, Mark, Erica & Alyssa Shear in memory of Saul Feingold
Darryl Sissman
Roberta Sufrin in memory of Louis Budish
Roberta Sufrin in memory of Lena Shapiro
Tapper Charitable Fund in memory of Saul Feingold
Liz & Alex Taub in memory of Saul Feingold
William Wallace in memory of Saul Feingold
Cynthia & Michael Wolpert and Family in memory of Saul Feingold

High Holy Day Appeal
Lauren Dunn
Beth & Jeffrey Greenberg
Patty & Donald Jacobs
Chuck Raphaelson
Lindsay & Saul Wilk

Judy & Allan Shriber TES RS Scholarship Fund
Ellyn Lazar in memory of Leona Joy Lazar
Judy & Allan Shriber in memory of Saul Feingold

Lifelong Learning Fund
Merilee & Alan Freeman in honor of Myra & Jay Aframe’s 50th
wedding anniversary

Ma’ot Chitim Fund
Ruth Berman & Family in memory of Danuty Katy & Sherri Berman
Ruth Berman and Family in memory of Tillie Katz and Bernard Katz

Music Fund
Lisa Balegno & Lenore Lerner in memory of Shirley Lerner
Ronna & Jonah Cuker in memory of Frieda Roth
Emily Gerber in memory of Bessie J. Schorr
Joy Hollingsworth in memory of Saul Feingold
Debi Lang & Lawrence Haley in memory of Melvin Lang
Anne & Jonathan Sadick in memory of Saul Feingold

Oneg Fund
Lori-Ann Cutler in memory of Paula Maigret Jost 

Prayerbook Fund
Roberta Sufrin in memory of Bertha Budish

President’s Fund
Leslie Fish & Jerry Gurwitz
Judy & Allan Shriber

Rabbi’s Fund
Nancy Benjamin in memory of Irene Garber
Jesse, Isabelle & Rose Caplan in memory of Burton Caplan
Trudy & Merrill Cohen in memory of Bernice Cohen
Susan Connolly in memory of Bertha Michaelson & John Connolly
Robyn, Hugh, Ashley, Matthew & Hannah Cooper
Helene & Lawrence Freed in memory of Samuel Perler
Sandra & H. Maurice Goodman in memory of David Nathan Jacobson
Sandra & H. Maurice Goodman in memory of Ely B. Goodman
Patti & Harvey Gould in memory of Leon Ginsburg
Herscovici Family
Eydie Kasendorf in memory of Sandra Wilson
Donna Kassa in memory of Shelley Kashuk
Linda Lavigne & Edward Stein in memory of Melvin Smith and
Shelley Kashuk
Beth-Ann Martunas in memory of Bessie Coblentz
Gail Randall in memory of Saul Feingold
Stuart Sadick in memory of Alvin Sadick
Edward Stein & Family in memory of Saul Feingold

Religious School Fund
Laura Myers in memory of Evelyn Myers

Shelanu Campaign Fund
Marlene & David Persky in memory of Saul Feingold

Social Action Fund
Karen & Tom Thomsen in memory of Eva Tischelman

TES DONATIONS: FEBRUARY 1, 2026 - MARCH 31, 2026
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VISA 
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Patrick Volkswagen 
519 Washington St. Auburn MA 

508-832-8883

Patrick Subaru 
247 Boston Turnpike Shrewsbury, MA 

508-7 56-8364

SUBARU 

Patrick Mazda 
189 Washington St. Auburn, MA

508-438-16 7 5

Volvo Cars  Auburn 
519 Washington St. Auburn, MA 

508-438-16 7 5

mazoa 
WWW.PATRICKMOTORS.COM 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

� PuroCleanm 
� :l The Paramedics of Property Damage

Water• Fire• Mold• Biohazard 
Damage Specialists 
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Spacious Apartments | Beautiful Courtyards | Comfortable Common Areas

Open for Admissions | Schedule a Tour Today!
Call: (508) 757-0981
www.eisenbergal.org

631 Salisbury St, Worcester, MA 

Luxury, Convenience, and
Independence for Seniors

Kosher Dining
Onsite Shabbat & Religious Services
24/7 Professional, Caring Staff
Transportation to Appointments
Social, Cultural & Educational Activities
Housekeeping & Linen Services
Specialized Memory Care Unit
Respite Care
All Inclusive Pricing
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9 LINDEN ST, WORCESTER
508-753-3105

LEVENSONSMILE.COM
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