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A NOTE FROM RABBI VALERIE

Community for Chanukah

A parent recently came to me about an antisemitic incident their child experienced at school. 
Sadly, this conversation is not new for me as a rabbi. No matter where I’ve served, parents have 
shared stories like this—sometimes directly, sometimes only after the fact. I suspect there are 
more incidents than most of us realize. In this particular case, I was grateful that the school
responded quickly and thoughtfully, which is not always the norm.

Together, the parent and I looked for resources for their child, for the student who made the hurtful comment, and for the 
school as a whole. We agreed that the goal shouldn’t be to focus on Jews in particular, but rather to help students learn 
about the many ways people are different—and how we can celebrate those differences while still coming together as 
one community.

While exploring materials, I found a beautiful resource on the PJ Library website: The Christmas Menorahs: How a Town 
Fought Hate by Janice Cohn. First published 30 years ago and reissued recently, it tells the true story of how the people 
of Billings, Montana, came together in 1993 after a brick shattered a Jewish child’s window during Hanukkah. In a powerful 
show of solidarity, thousands of residents—churches, civic groups, and neighbors—placed drawings and paper menorahs 
in their own windows. Their unity inspired what became the national “Not In Our Town” movement, which continues today 
to “stop hate, address bullying, and build safe, inclusive communities for all.”

This, I believe, is what it means to be or lagoyim—a light to the nations. Do we have the courage and stamina to respond 
to hate not only by protecting ourselves but also by helping to make the world better for others? Some days it can feel 
impossible. But I hold onto the words of Henry David Thoreau: “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be 
lost; that is where they should be. Now put foundations under them.” Yes, it is possible. It will take work—and faith—but 
the foundation can be built.

As Chanukah and the holiday season approach, may we bring our own light to the darkness and be illuminated by the light 
of others: through the candles burning in the Chanukiah, through strings of lights on houses and yards, through Christmas 
trees twinkling in windows, and through stars in the night sky. These combined lights remind us that we part of something 
greater.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
You Matter
I am writing these comments in the days following our High Holy Day services, though you are 
reading them many weeks later (such is the curious timing of TES Bulletin publication). My mind 
overflows with fond memories: seeing our congregants—both members and guests—at Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, witnessing the enthusiastic participation of youth at Family Services, 
listening to Rabbi Valerie’s inspiring words from the bimah, and hearing the beautiful music
created and organized by Gitit Shoval. I am continually grateful for the support and involvement
of so many volunteers—both inside and outside our building—as we strive to create a safe,
welcoming place of belonging for all, including our online community.

Without your support, none of this could happen. And I am talking about more than your annual
financial commitment as members—I mean your input, your volunteer energy, and your active engagement in our
programs and affinity groups. You matter. Your voice, your volunteerism, and your involvement are what make this
community strong.

I often share how proud I am to serve as President of Temple Emanuel Sinai, standing on the shoulders of many dedicated
Presidents who came before me. Some have told me that I’m still in the “honeymoon period” when they see my
enthusiasm. I always smile at that—whether or not it’s true, serving in this role is something I treasure every day and
continue to learn from.

Please let me know how we can ensure Temple Emanuel Sinai is a place of greater welcome and belonging—for you, your 
family, and your guests. You can approach me or any Board member any time, because you truly matter.

As the days grow shorter and the outside temperature grows lower, let’s remember that the Hebrew word Chanukah 
means “dedication.” The miracle of oil lasting far beyond expectations when the Maccabees reclaimed and rededicated 
the Temple is a reminder that even limited resources can endure when we contribute together. Even small gifts of time, 
talent, or resources can bring lasting impact when each person participates.

Carrying this analogy further, every candle on our menorah adds light and warmth, just as each of you strengthens the 
spirit and success of Temple Emanuel Sinai.

You can always reach me at president@emanuelsinai.org. I look forward to hearing from you.

Shalom,
Stuart Sadick

MUSIC NEWS

Music is my life.   But beyond that, it is my 
very being. It was never a choice to be 
a singer or a musician; music chose me. 
It is my calling. Music is the heartbeat of
worship, a sacred language of the soul. It 
lifts our praises to God, gives voice to joy 
and to sorrow, celebrates our triumphs, and
whispers eternal truths. It weaves through 
faith and time, uniting hearts in devotion, 
binding us through sound and spirit to one 

another, and to God. I felt this deeply during the High Holidays, 
and now, as Hanukkah draws near, I find myself gathering songs, 
old and new, to honor the season of light. Winter invites stillness 
and reflection, and with the glow of Hanukkah candles, it becomes 
its own kind of worship.

Wishing us all a peaceful winter, enough snow to bring beauty, but 
not too many storms.

Always your,
Gitit



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2025 WORSHIP SERVICES

MIKETZ
Friday, December 19
Candle Lighting at 3:59pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 20
10:30am Torah Study

VAYIGASH
Friday, December 26
Candle Lighting at 4:03pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 27
10:30am Torah Study
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VAYERA
Friday, November 7
Candle Lighting at 4:15pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 8
10:30am Torah Study

CHAYEI SARA
Friday, November 14
Candle Lighting at 4:08pm
6:30pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, November 15
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Allan Shriber 2nd Bar Mitzvah

TOLDOT
Friday, November 21
Candle Lighting at 4:02pm
6:30pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, November 22
10:30am Torah Study

VAYETZEI
Friday, November 28
Candle Lighting at 3:58pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 29
10:30am Torah Study

VAYISHLACH
Friday, December 5
Candle Lighting at 3:57pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 6
10:30am Torah Study

VAYESHEV
Friday, December 12
Candle Lighting at 3:57pm
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 13
10:30am Torah Study

All WORSHIP SERVICES are held in person and livestreamed (emanuelsinai.org).

TORAH STUDY meets in person and via Zoom.

MINYAN is held every Monday at 5:45pm (except when the office is closed) only via Zoom and livestreamed.
Login information can be found in eNews.

Christa Benoit, Office Assistant
cbenoit@emanuelsinai.org

Temple Main Phone Line
508-755-1257

CLERGY & STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi Valerie Cohen
rabbivaleriecohen@gmail.com

Gitit Shoval, Cantorial Soloist & 
Music Director
gshoval@emanuelsinai.org

Talia Mugg, Religious School Director
tmugg@emanuelsinai.org

Jade Le’Jeune, Temple Administrator
jlejeune@emanuelsinai.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

Shalom from our Religious School!

As we move into the heart of fall and approach the winter season, our classrooms are filled with the 
warmth of learning, laughter, and Jewish spirit. November and December are rich with meaning—
from giving thanks to celebrating miracles. We’re so proud of our students’ growth and excited 
about the upcoming holiday celebrations.

Our students have been making fantastic strides in their Hebrew learning! From mastering the Alef-Bet to reading full 
sentences with vowels, and to practicing blessings and prayers, each class has shown dedication and growth. In the spirit 
of gratitude, our classes spent time reflecting on what it means to give thanks. Students created beautiful “Thankfulness 
tress,” with each leaf expressing something they’re thankful for in their lives. We also explored Jewish values like hakarat 
hatov (recognizing the good), connecting the American holiday to timeless Jewish teachings.

Hanukkah is almost here, and we’ve been busy preparing for the Festival of Lights! Singing Hanukkah songs. Learning the 
story of the Maccabees, exploring the meaning behind lighting the menorah and creating beautiful Hanukkah crafts and 
dreidels are only some of the fun activities we did at our school.

This year, we continue with our annual “Coats for Kids” Tzdakah project. We are collecting new coats for children in need. 
Please bring donations to the school or to the JCC. Let’s teach our students the power of tzedakah and chesed — giving 
with kindness and justice.

	 Dates to remember:
	 • Grades 6/7 Friday night service: 11/14/25
	 • Thanksgiving break/no school: 11/26/25 -11/29/25
	 • Religious School Dec break: 12/24/25 -1/3/26

Todah Rabbah (Thank you!) for your continued support in helping your children grow in their Jewish learning and identity.

Wishing you a season filled with warmth, light, and joy!
Talia
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As the secular year winds down and we enter the season of gratitude and reflection, the Caring Committee remains
dedicated to supporting our Temple Emanuel Sinai community. Whether through check-in calls or notes of condolence or 
congratulations, we partner with Rabbi Valerie in her pastoral outreach to ensure that no one feels alone.
 
The winter months can bring added challenges for some in our community. We are especially mindful of those who may 
be navigating illness, loss, or isolation during the holidays. We will continue reaching out with compassion, and we invite 
you to help us extend that care.
 
If you’re interested in joining the Caring Committee or would like to learn more about how you can help, please reach out 
to us. Every act of kindness strengthens our community.
 
Anne Sadick and Marcy Ostrow
Caring Committee Co-Chairs
caring@emanuelsinai.com

CARING COMMITTEE

URGENT
KIDNEY
NEEDED
For the past year Jared has quietly been battling Chronic Kidney Disease and he
is now in desperate need of your help. His disease has progressed quickly and he
is in End Stage Renal Failure. His only hope of a future is a new kidney.
Will you consider being a live kidney donor for Jared?

Can’t Donate? Spread the word by sharing this flyer with your family, friends, and colleagues.

SCAN TO
SEE IF YOU
QUALIFY

You only need one kidney to live a long, healthy life.
Recovery is generally 1-2 days in the hospital and
most people return to their regular daily activities
after two weeks.
The cost of your evaluation and surgery will be
covered by Jared's insurance. 
You will have a separate team of healthcare
professionals to evaluate you as a living donor.
Their job is to help you understand the risks and
benefits and look out for YOUR best interests.

FACTS ABOUT LIVING KIDNEY DONATION

Be sure to mention you are interested in learning
more about donating to Jared Kaufman.

508-334-1269
UMASS.DONORSCREEN.ORG

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

BAR MITZVAH

On November 15, Allan will celebrate his 83rd birthday and his second
Bar Mitzvah, as in Jewish tradition. The congregation is welcome to join us for 
this simcha (special occasion). 

RSVP if you plan to join us for the luncheon after the service by November 5 to 
Judy Shriber at judy@theshribers.com.
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CHANUKAH DINNER AND PROGRAM
featuring

Ventriloquist, Al Getler

Sunday, December 14, 5:00pm

Temple Emanuel Sinai is excited to invite
everyone to join us for our annual

Chanukah Dinner/Program

Registration for the dinner will open November 5
Stay tuned to the eNews for more information

Al Getler is a world class ventriloquist and hysterical comedian.  Combining his sharp wit and skills, Al’s shows are filled 
with laughs for audiences of all sizes, age groups. Al has appeared on the Discovery/A&E Network channels hundreds 
of times. In addition, Al has been featured on CBS News, Good Morning America, the Wall Street Journal, and the USA 
Today newspapers. Learn more about Al Getler at algetler.com.

INTRODUCTION
TO JUDAISM

ONLINE COURSE

with
RABBI VALERIE COHEN & RABBI RACHEL GUREVITZ

Use QR Code or visit templeemanuelsinai.shulcloud.com/form/intro-to-judaism.html
to request member discount code, or for more information about scholarship opportunities

7:00pm Sunday Evenings
Starting November 23, 2025

Registration opens November 1 and runs until class is full

Cost: $180
(Free for TES and CBS members)
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
Got Sneakers?
As young students (with their quickly growing feet) prepared for a new school year the Social Action Committee offered
an athletic shoes recycling program.  Your generous donations of used sneakers, many of them in very good
condition, were passed along to our partners at Got Sneakers?  Most of these were kept out of landfills and incinerators 
and the sneakers earned a small financial donation to the TES Greening Initiative, a program which seeks to reduce our
institutional and communal waste and to limit environmental harm.

High Holy Day Food Drive
Our long running annual fall food drive straddles holy days of repentance and fasting, and the celebration of gratitude 
for ethical instruction in scripture and a harvest of food abundance.  We especially sought (and often received) donations 
of food that had cultural resonance to the personal or ancestral origins of many of those in need.  Once again we worked 
in partnership with Rachel’s Table, a program of the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts, and with the South
Worcester Neighborhood Center’s food pantry. 

Dignity, Not Deportations
Hundreds of people are being abducted daily by militarized and masked ICE agents without any due process.  Under 
Massachusetts law government officials can partner with ICE by aiding in arrests or providing jail cells.  A state bill called 
Dignity, Not Deportations would remove that discretion.  We are working to influence legislators with the TES Racial
Justice Alliance and our allies at JALSA (the Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action) and at RAC MA (the Massachusetts 
affiliate of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism).

Use of Kitchen Durables
A few years ago, thanks to many generous congregant donations, the TES Greening Initiative was able to acquire
attractive and matching complete place settings for about 150 people.  Along with a high-speed dishwasher and food 
composting capacity this makes it possible for us to minimize kitchen waste and single use disposables.  These dishes, 
glasses, and silverware are used consistently for some TES sponsored programs.  They are also usually available at no cost 
for use at TES for a shiva, simcha, and at other programs.  

Contact socialaction@emanuelsinai.org for info about our work or any of these items.

Brotherhood Scholarship Funds 
Sheila Tarlin in memory of Jeanette Williams

Anne & Mac Levine Scholarship Fund
Joan Freedman & Family in memory of Frances Freedman
Joan Freedman & Family in memory of Mac Levine
Joan Freedman & Family in memory of Leo Freedman

Cora & Morris Wolfson Scholarship Fund
Wolfson Family in memory of Helen Paul and Cora Wolfson

Building Fund
Toby Goldstein in memory of Joseph Burack

Burton Chandler Tikkun Olam Fund
Harriette Chandler & Family in memory of Reba K. Levy
Shelley & Gerry Kashuk in memory of Muriel Witkin

Caring Committee Fund
Sophia & Spencer Schlegelmilch in memory of
Madeline E. Ohs-Sloan
Stephanie Cyr & Family in memory of John M. Lewis, Sr.

Eugene & Faye Rubin Children’s Program Fund
Jayne & Chris Mehne in memory of Eugene Rubin 

General Fund
Tobey & Louis Burwick in memory of Hyman Burwick
Judy Caprioli in memory of Raymond Covitz
Judy Caprioli in memory of Noah Joseph Lindberg
Elaine Chase in memory of Dorothy Solomon
Elaine Chase in memory of Milton Rosenwasserh
Suzanne & Paul Cohan in honor of Harriette Chandler
Lawrence Cohen in memory of Ben Cohen
Diane & Leonard Doerfler in memory of Fannie Kravitz Smalley, 
Julius Meyers and Jeanette Meyers
Nancy & Bill Dube in memory of Ethel Whitman
Debbie & Steven Feingold in memory of
David Levy and Anne Mack
Judy Flynn & Family in memory of Aaron Shapiro
Liz & Bob Frem in memory of Beatrice Frem
Jane & Stuart Gerhardt in memory of Ruth Gubb
Judith Gluck in memory of Rose Wolfset
Joanne Feinberg Goldstein in memory of Samuel Feinberg
Ann Greenberg in memory of Ronald Greenberg

TES DONATIONS: AUGUST 1, 2025 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2025



RoxAnn & Michael Gusar in memory of Rachel Gusar
RoxAnn & Michael Gusar in memory of George Gusar
Judith, Mark & Sam Hayes in memory of
Helaine Flaschner Macktez
Meg Hoey & Mark Birnbaum in memory of G. Brooke Hoey
Susan Idzojtic in memory of Jordan Cotton
Karen Jacobson in memory of David Heiman
Karen & Mike Kagan in memory of Patricia Elliott
Felice Kane in memory of Isobel Kane
Ottilie & Jeffrey Levine
Ottilie & Jeffrey Levine in memory of Helen Levine
Lois Lopatin in memory of Myles Lopatin, Solon Lopatin
and Samuel Lopatin
Ravelson Family in memory of Arnold Ravelson
Rickles Family Charitable Foundation in memory of
Dr. Glenn Meltzer
Rickles Family Charitable Foundation in memory of
Selma Coyne
Patricia Roy & Family in memory of Dorothy Seay
Beth Sachs in memory of Seymour Sachs
Stuart Sadick in honor of the birth of Marcia Wolfson’s
great grandson, Cassian Jack Clinger
Stuart Sadick in memory of Carl Elliott
Stuart Sadick in memory of Dennis Zavett
Alexis Silver & David Salloway in memory of Ada Berman
Alexis Silver & David Salloway in memory of Sumner Silver
Alexis Silver & David Salloway in memory of
Benjamin Berman and Ida L Silver 
Brad Weiner

High Holy Day Appeal
Leora Balsam & William Hoffman
Margot Barnet & David Coyne
Sam Blier
Deborah & David Bunker
Jesse Caplan
Harriette Chandler
Robin Chapman
Elisabeth & Gerald Chase
Lawrence Cohen
Rabbi Valerie & Jonathan Cohen
Catherine Cotton
Elisabeth Cotton
Lori-Ann Cutler
Sandra & Mark Cutler
Lois & Bernard Edinberg
Gary Englander
Deborah Femia
Leslie Fish & Jerry Gurwitz
Lisa-Ann & Andrew Freilich
Linda & Douglas Freund
Frances Ganek
Ellen & Richard Gansler
Michael Gusar

Judith & Mark Hayes
David Heller
Michael Hirsh
Meg Hoey & Mark Birnbaum
Emily & James Holdstein
Karen & Michael Kagan
Elisabeth & Darragh Kasakoff
Eydie Kasendorf
Shelley & Gerry Kashuk
Amy Klein
Janet Krock
Anne LaGrippe
Jade Le’Jeune & Aliza Miller
Faye Levine
Ottilie & Jeffrey Levine
Carl Lieberman
Renee Malowitz & Fred Lilienkamp
Lauren Persky
Rachelle Pologne
Carolyn Powers
Heidi Ravelson
Rochelle Reich
Marny Rodriguez
Stuart Sadick & James Bryant
Adena Schutzberg
Frederic Schwartz
Judith & Philip Shwachman
Shirley Siff
Lynne & Steven Silver
Michael Sokal
Carole & Jonathan Steen
Dr. Charles Steinberg
Karen & Tom Thomsen
Brian Treitman
Ellen, Bruce & Danny Wahle
Waters Family
Sharon Weiner
Bill White
Kristina Wilson & David Geist

High Holy Day Cellist
David Meyers

Judy & Allan Shriber TESRS Scholarship Fund
Kathryn Leffler in honor of Allan Shriber’s 2nd Bar Mitzvah
and his 83rd Birthday
Judy & Allan Shriber in memory of Thelma Shriber,
Benjamin Finkelstein, Samuel Shriber and Martha Grace
Judy & Allan Shriber in memory of Wendy Leib
Marcy Supovitz & Van Leichter in honor of
Allan Shriber’s 2nd Bar Mitzvah and his 83rd Birthday
Lainie & Eddie Williams in honor of Allan Shriber’s
2nd Bar Mitzvah
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Lifelong Learning Fund
Jesse Caplan in memory of Valerie Ann Kerxhalli

Ma’ot Chitim Fund
Ruth Berman & Family in memory of Henry A. Berman
and Bessie Berman

Marc Levine Youth Fund
Faye Levine in memory of Marc David Levine, Sylvia Zellen, 
Everett Zellen and Israel Zellen

Music Fund
Davida & Joel Berman in memory of Jacob M. Shulman
Jesse Caplan in memory of Valerie Ann Kerxhalli
Emily & Michelle Gerber in memory of Arthur Gerber
Patti & Harvey Gould in memory of Martha Grace
Ottilie & Jeffrey Levine
Sandra Meltzer in memory of Ruth Savage
Lee & Chuck Radlo in memory of Martha Grace
Shelley & Todd Rodman in memory of Martha Grace
Stuart Sadick & Family in honor of the birth of Jon & Anne 
Sadick’s granddaughter, Penelope Hazel Woulfe
Sophia & Spencer Schlegelmilch in memory of
Robert C. Sperduti
Amy Sherr & Family in honor of the birth of
Shai Kenzie Hershon
Pamela & Alan Sigel in memory of Ralph Sigel
Barbara & Joel Strogoff in memory of Aaron Stein
Zavett & Green Families

Oneg Fund
Gary Englander
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes and Larry Sheftel in memory of
Milton and Sophia Sheftel

Rabbi’s Fund
Margo Austein & Steve Miller in memory of Ann Austein
Margo Austein & Steve Miller in memory of Paul Miller
Jesse Caplan in memory of Valerie Ann Kerxhalli
Helene & Lawrence Freed in memory of
Richard “Rif” Freedman
Helene & Lawrence Freed in memory of Dennis Zavett
and Barbara Joan Lander
Sandra & Maurice Goodman in memory of
Maxine Goodman Smolen & Mary R. Goodman
Patti & Harvey Gould in memory of Nancy Orbuch
and Sabina Orbuch
Eydie Kasendorf in memory of Arnold Kasendorf
Ottilie & Jeffrey Levine in appreciation
Deb & Mark Shear in memory of Martha Grace

TES DONATIONS: AUGUST 1, 2025 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

Shelanu Campaign Fund
Marlene & David Persky in memory of Joseph Persky
Judy & Allan Shriber wishing Marlene Persky a speedy
and complete recovery

Social Action Fund
Meg Hoey & Mark Birnbaum in honor of Margot Barnet

Torah Fund
Sophia & Spencer Schlegelmilch in memory of Martha Grace
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VISA 
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Patrick Volkswagen 
519 Washington St. Auburn MA 

508-832-8883

Patrick Subaru 
247 Boston Turnpike Shrewsbury, MA 

508-7 56-8364

SUBARU 

Patrick Mazda 
189 Washington St. Auburn, MA

508-438-16 7 5

Volvo Cars  Auburn 
519 Washington St. Auburn, MA 

508-438-16 7 5

mazoa 
WWW.PATRICKMOTORS.COM 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

� PuroCleanm 
� :l The Paramedics of Property Damage

Water• Fire• Mold• Biohazard 
Damage Specialists 
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Spacious Apartments | Beautiful Courtyards | Comfortable Common Areas

Open for Admissions | Schedule a Tour Today!
Call: (508) 757-0981
www.eisenbergal.org

631 Salisbury St, Worcester, MA 

Luxury, Convenience, and
Independence for Seniors

Kosher Dining
Onsite Shabbat & Religious Services
24/7 Professional, Caring Staff
Transportation to Appointments
Social, Cultural & Educational Activities
Housekeeping & Linen Services
Specialized Memory Care Unit
Respite Care
All Inclusive Pricing
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9 LINDEN ST, WORCESTER
508-753-3105

LEVENSONSMILE.COM
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